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memorandum 


29 October 1965 


SUBJECT; 


°” W1 ‘ ,e “ or *" du ". 


’’Dominican Situation 


boat Dican Republic" " Leftl S‘ activity in th. 

It s account of leftist activitio* general "Situation Report", 
in some cases a bn™ o *' t*»-altEu«h ' 

however , tn. whole truth Sf ^’cEr^i^on >* »ot, 

■ore on tL^tiiuC^on^ 1 ^* U °? ”*"* *hould include 
than the passing references given them*) n** 18 ^ * ctlvltles 
haps most important, it should give 0?rci. S ?^ “ VHI - p «f- 

for his delay in dealing with tS. . Oodoy’s rationale 

necessary to understand hTe SJ?L °” ,U,,lst threat. It 1 . 
with them. We disagree l '^ Vm 11 ona disagrees 

awareness of the seriousness of th^ tr *t*<l « lack of 

repeatedly has expressed hlS ' He 

Ambassadors Bunker and Bennett^^rt 1 ^ 1 ? f th *t threat to 
gains under his government Jhiih should * dkno * 1 ® d K e < i Communist 
the government hSd control of the be reverBe<) . °»ce 

gain that control resulted from indo??i< ^°“ e ’ Bls f “ llur e to 
of the Dominican .ililary^'orfr’oTa^L'rs^p.t^L™' ‘ 

Washington^of °Garcia £d£ • 

appointees with the USG. 7 mi o^?v Z Proposed 

and advice from the US on certain to , * ccept information 

"important" was not defined. Garcia*8odov n i»«R ap ^ iat ®® s ~~ and 
gatlon to take the US* advice. Uoooy was under no obli- 

It should bo no tod how&voi* tk. +. _ 

cabinet level pest, given to leftists is not .^“slve^n^ 
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It lias baen disturbing, 

however, that Garcia Godoy has given these individuals con- 
siderable freedom to carry out their activities. Moreover 
by appointing a left wing Supreme Court, he has opened the’ 
door to the many other questionable Judicial appointments 
the Court has made. The FBI, in some cases, however, tends 
to paint some individuals as further left than they actually 
are. The ease of Fernandez Dominguez, the provisional govern- 
ments Press Secretary, is an example. The FBI points out 
that he has been described as an ardent Communist who favors 
Castro, but fail to note that most observers feel Dominguez 
is, at worst, a radical member of Bosch’s Dominican Revo- 
lutionary Party. 


5. The FBI memo tends to portray the present military 
chiefs as the country’s sole protectors against Communism. 

We tend to feel that while a strong military is very important 
to preventing an extreme leftist takeover, the retention of 
the present military chiefs is not necessarily a precondition 
for having a strong military. In fact, the retention of the 
present chiefs, who do not have the full confidence of either 
the public or the government, could tend in the long run to 
so alienate the general public from the military that the 
armed forces would become ineffective. At the same time we 
must point out that any changes in the military hierarchy 
must be made with the greatest care so as to strengthen and 
not weaken military leadership. 

6. Garcia Godoy has assured Ambassador Bunker that the 
judicial police will not be a permanent force. What happens 

to it, of course, remains to beseem, but its permanence should 

not be taken as an accepted face" now. 

* 

7. The section on the left-wing press is out of date. 
Nacion and Patria have been closed down by the IAPF although 
Patria continues to print a mimeographed sheet. Hardly a 
"daily volume" of propaganda. 
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